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NorwegianFinancialServicesAssociation(FNH) is proudto wishthebankingworld
welcometo the56th InternationalBankingSummerSchoolin Lillehammer,Norway
startingJune29”’ 2003.Our ambitionis to providefor ahighqualityarrangementthat
offers theparticipantstheumquecombinationofdeepeningtheiracademicskilis and
developingtheir personalqualitiesashasbeentheaim alsoofthe55 previoussummer
schools.

AboutIBSS andtheparticipants
The IBSS is aco-operativeprojectof2l bankingassociations,ofwhich 17 membersof
EBF togetberwith theassociationsofUSA, Canada,JapanandAustralia.At themeeting
ofEBF’s ExecutiveCommitteein Venice13 Septemberthecommitteemembersagreedto
do theirbestsothat thenumberofstudentsattendingtheIBSS 2003 is reasonablyrelated
to thesizeoftheirrespeotivemarkets.

In recentyearstherehasbeenanincreasednumberofstudentscommg frommarketsalso
outsidetheranksoftheco-operatingassociations.For IBSS 2003studentsfrom theEBF’s
associatememberswouldbeparticularlywelcome.Mostoftheir countriesareaboutto
becomemembersoftheEU. Inthiscontextnextyear’sIBSSprovidesaspecial
opportunityto getabetterknowledgeofinternationalbankingideasandpractices,aswell
asto buildabasisfor futurepersonalandbusinessrelatednetworking.

Candidatesfor attendingtheschoolshouldtypicallybeyoungpromisingbankersbetween
theagesof30-45 yearsold.A fluent knowledgeoftheEnglishlanguageisneeded.

Candidatesmayalsocomefrom otherinstitutionsthanthememberbanks,f.inst. from
otherfinancialservicescompanies,thecentralbank,andcertainly,from thebanking
associationsthemselves.
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AboutIBSS2003
As hostassociationfor IBSS2003FNH isdevotedto providefor an eventthatmeetswith
thetraditionalrequirementsoftheschoolaswell aswith thechallengesofthebanking
world in 2003.As theoverallguidelinefor ourchoiceofissuesandtheway theywill be
dealtvvith weshailrelyon thevision chosenfor IBSS 2003:“New Virtues andCore
Valuesin aChangingWorld ofFinancialServices”.

Theacademicprogramis in progressandwill largelybetinalizedtowardstheendofthe
year.

At thispreliminarystageI shall inform you only ofsomemainfeaturesofnextyear’s
IBSS.
• Tbevisionasstatedaboveindicatestheintentionofofferingthestudentsbetterinsight

into thepotentialconflictsbetweenapurelycommerejalfinancial servicessectorand
theoutsidedemandformorefocuson corporatesocialresponsibilities.Increased
aw’arenessof society’s critical attitudeanddemandingexpectationsis in ourminda
mustfor anyyoungaspiringbankleaderin comingyears.

• As Norwayis asmall countrywith acorrespondinglylimited finanejalservices
community,weintendto engageanumberofwell reputedacademicsandprofessionals
framabroad.A simulationprogramon assetmanagementwill bepartofthis.

• Webelievethat thechallengesof aswell asthediversificationamongbankleaders
regardinggeographical,cultural, socialandotherpersonalcharacteristicswill continue
to growin importance.This will bereflectedin theschoolin variousways.In
particular,weshall requestall participatingassociationsto selectcandidatesamong
whichat leastonethird iswomen.Accordingly, theselectionof speakersshall inelude
womento asignificantextent.

• In general,we shall takeadvantageofthepreviousIBSSsin creatingthemostefficient
mix betweenacademicandsocialpartsoftheprogram,betweensehaolhoursand
leisuretime, betweenlecturesandgroupactivitiesandsaon. IBSSis aschool,nota
conference,meaningthatactiveinvolvementby all studentsduringthetotal school
periodis abasicpreconditionfor participation.

Abou~the uniquecharacteristicsofIBSS
Theuniquecharactensticsof IBSS deserveto beunderlined:

• Firstly, theschoolis built upontbreeareasfor professionaldevelopment.Theyare
Leadership,ManagementandBankingSkilis.

• Secondly,everyIBSSstudenthastheopportunityto build personalrelationsand
establishthebasisfor future networkingwith colleaguesfrom all overtheworld.
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• Thirdly, theschoolprovidesfor teamworking andpersonaldevelopmentwithin an
environmentofdiversity thatis quiteuniqueby anystandardofin hauseseminarsar
industrywideconferences.

Framtalking to andhearingframpreviousIBSSstudentsit wouldseemthatthis latter,
veryirnportantqualityoftheschoolmaybeconsideredthemostappreciated.Thus,the
IBSS would seemto beasattractivefor qualifiedbankersoflargerinternationalbanksas
for thosecomingframsmallerbanksand/orsmallermarkets.Also, thevarietyofissues
coveredwouldseemto providerelevantknowledgeandvaluabletrainingfor bankersfrom
within mostcategonesofabank’sactivity.

In coneluding,theIBSSrepresentsauniqueopportunityto developthepersonalityof
aspiringbankersin orderto makethembetterpreparedto meettheincreaseddiversityof
challengesin amoreandmoreglobalbankingworld.

IBSSfor theAssociates
For candidatesframtheassociatemembersofEBF, I amconvincedthatnextyear’sschool
will beofparticularinterest.Oneobviousreasonwouldbethefactthatmanyofyour
cauntriesareabautto join theEU in anotverydistantfuture.Butmaybeevenmore
important,themainthemeandtherelatedissueschosenfor IBSS 2003would seemto
reflectsameveryrelevantchallengesfor marketsin theprocessofadjustingto global
standardsofthefinancial servicesindustry.

Enclosedis theFirst Axmouncementbrochurewhichhopefullymaybeusefulat this
preliminarystage.TheSecondAnnaunoementincluding adetailedsehaolprogramand
enrollmentformulaswill besentyou in January2003.

IBSS 2003 ison theagendafor theAssociatesMeetingin Brussels5 December.At that
timeweshallbeableto giveyousamemoredetailedinformationoftheacademic
program,andcertainly,beatyourdispasalto answeranyquestionsyoumayhave
concemingthepracticalarrangements.

Sincerelyyours,
NORWEGIANFINANCIAL SERVICESASSOCIATION

ArneSkauge
ManagingDirector

Enclosure
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